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Council of Councils Mission Statement  

 

The defining foreign policy challenges of the twenty-first century are global in nature. To help direct high-level 

international attention and effective policy responses to these threats and opportunities, the Council on Foreign 

Relations (CFR) has created a Council of Councils (CoC). The CoC is composed of twenty-seven major policy institutes 

from some of the world’s most influential countries. It is designed to facilitate candid, not-for-attribution dialogue and 

consensus-building among influential opinion leaders from both established and emerging nations, with the ultimate 

purpose of injecting the conclusions of its deliberations into high-level foreign policy circles within members’ countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants are welcome to disclose ideas from CoC meetings, and may attribute that information to the CoC, but may not reveal 

the identity, country, or affiliation of any speaker, participant, or institution attending the meeting.  



3 
 
 

 

COUNCIL OF COUNCILS MEMBERS 
 

 

ARGENTINA 

Argentine Council for International Relations (CARI) 

 

AUSTRALIA 

Lowy Institute  

 

BELGIUM 

Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) 

 

BRAZIL 

Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV) 

 

CANADA 

Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) 

 

CHINA 

Institute of International and Strategic Studies (IISS) 

 

Shanghai Institutes for International Studies (SIIS) 

 

FRANCE 
French Institute of International Relations (IFRI) 

 

GERMANY 

German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP) 

 

INDIA 

Observer Research Foundation (ORF) 

 

INDONESIA 

Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 

 

ISRAEL 

Institute for National Security Studies (INSS) 

 

ITALY 

Institute of International Affairs (IAI) 

 

JAPAN 

 

 

MEXICO 

Mexican Council on Foreign Relations (COMEXI) 

 

NIGERIA 

Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NIIA) 

 

POLAND 

Polish Institute of International Affairs (PISM) 

 

RUSSIA 

Council on Foreign and Defense Policy (SVOP) 

 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Gulf Research Center (GRC) 

 

SINGAPORE 

S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Institute for Security Studies (ISS) 

 
South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) 

 

SOUTH KOREA 

East Asia Institute (EAI) 

 

TURKEY 

Global Relations Forum (GRF) 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Chatham House (Royal Institute of International Affairs) 

 

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) 

 

UNITED STATES 

Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 
 

 Genron NPO 
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Council of Councils Eleventh Virtual Conference 

International Start Times 

(Please double check your time zones) 

 

Thursday, July 25, 2024 

 

6:00 a.m.–7:30 a.m. Mexico City 

 

8:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m. New York / Washington / Waterloo 

 

9:00 a.m.–10:30 a.m. Buenos Aires / Rio de Janeiro 

 

1:00 p.m.–2:30 p.m. London / Lagos 

 

2:00 p.m.–3:30 p.m. Berlin / Brussels / Johannesburg / Paris / Pretoria / Rome / Warsaw   

 

3:00 p.m.–4:30 p.m. Istanbul / Jeddah / Moscow / Tel Aviv 

 

5:30 p.m.–7:00 p.m. New Delhi 

 

7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m. Jakarta 

 

8:00 p.m.–9:30 p.m. Beijing / Shanghai / Singapore   

 

9:00 p.m.–10:30 p.m. Seoul / Tokyo  

 

10:00 p.m.–11:30 p.m. Sydney   
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Council of Councils Eleventh Virtual Conference 

Agenda 

 

Thursday, February 6, 2025 

 (All times below are in Eastern Time/U.S. and Canada) 

 

Join details for the session:   

https://cfr.zoom.us/j/84281823277  

Meeting ID: 842 8182 3277 

Passcode: 752868 

 

 

8:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m.  Open Discussion                         

Shifts in Global Trade  

 

In what ways is the trade environment different than a decade ago and how might 

those changes affect the choices policymakers make now? In the past decade, 

countries have imposed new tariffs, export controls, and rules-of-origin requirements, 

as well as forged new trade agreements. From the Comprehensive and Progressive 

Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) to the African Continental Free 

Trade Area (AfCFTA) countries across the world have adopted new trade 

mechanisms. How have such actions changed global trade? What could the effects on 

international trade be if the second Donald Trump administration makes good on its 

promise to impose steep new tariffs in this new environment? How can states protect 

their supply chains and markets in the face of such uncertainty?   

 

   Presider: 

Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal  

President, Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV) 

 

Framing remarks:  

Michael Froman  

President, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 

 

Paul Samson 

President, Center for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) 

 

 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcfr.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84281823277&data=05%7C02%7CARay%40cfr.org%7C82e06a90bea54d9348dc08dd3ca1f059%7C146cc3db32f24b3c815625bcc3553464%7C0%7C0%7C638733388402409604%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xv4JjECzRXcoO9lxlJz7IRcut7Bgfa3mFeyNs7wh3Vs%3D&reserved=0
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Participants  
 

Fonteh Akum  

Executive Director, Institute for Security Studies (ISS) 

 

Riccardo Alcaro 

Research Coordinator, Head of Global Actors Programme, Institute of International Affairs (IAI) 

 

Sergio Alcocer 

Former President and Advisory Council Presider, Mexican Council on Foreign Relations (COMEXI) 

 

Thomas Beckett 

Senior Adviser and Corresponding Director, International Institute for Strategic Studies Americas 

(IISS Americas) 

 

Esther Brimmer 

James H. Binger Senior Fellow in Global Governance, Council of Foreign Relations (CFR) 

 

Mely Caballero-Anthony 

Associate Dean, Head of Centre for Non-Traditional Security Studies, S. Rajaratnam School of 

International Studies (RSIS) 

 

Héctor Cárdenas 

President, Mexican Council on Foreign Relations (COMEXI) 

 

Galit Cohen  

Senior Researcher, Director of the Program on Climate Change, Institute for National Security 

Studies (INSS) 

 

Jarosław Ćwiek-Karpowicz 

Director, Polish Institute of International Affairs (PISM) 

 

Paul Fraioli 

Editor, Strategic Comments, Senior Fellow, International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) 

 

Michael Froman  

President, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 
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Thomas Gomart 

Director, French Institute of International Relations (IFRI) 

 

Tamir Hayman 

Executive Director, Institute for National Security Studies (INSS) 

 

Dhruva Jaishankar 

Executive Director, Observer Research Foundation America (ORF America) 

 

Yash Kalash 

Research Director of Digital Economy, Center for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) 

 

Memduh Karakullukçu 

Founding President and Board Member, Global Relations Forum (GRF) 

 

Christian Koch 

Executive Manager, Gulf Research Center Foundation Brussels (GRF Brussels) 

Director of Research, Gulf Research Center (GRF) 

 

Stefan Mair 

Director and Executive Chairman, German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP) 

 

Gustavo Martínez 

Head of Public and International Affairs, Managing Director, Argentine Council for International 

Relations (CARI) 

 

Joseph Matola 

Acting Programme Head, Economic Resilience and Inclusion Programme, South African Institute of 

International Affairs (SAIIA) 

 

Kumar Ramakrishna 

Dean, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) 

 

Carola Ramon 

Vice President, Argentine Council for International Relations (CARI) 

 

Andrés Rozental 

Founding President, Mexican Council on Foreign Relations (COMEXI) 
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Abdulaziz Sager 

Founder and Chairman, Gulf Research Center (GRF) 

 

Paul Samson 

President, Center for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) 

 

Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal 

President, Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV) 

 

Wang Yong 

Director, Center for American Studies, Center for International and Political Economy, Institute of 

International and Strategic Studies (IISS) 

 

Selim Yenel 

President, Global Relations Forum (GRF) 

 

Yu Tiejun 

President, Institute of International and Strategic Studies (IISS) 

 

Igor Yurgens 

Former Chairman, Institute of Contemporary Development (INSOR) 

 

 

Observers  
 

Julia Katsovich 

Research Associate, Global Governance, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 

 

Michelle Kurilla 

Research Associate to the President, Executive Office, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 

 

Ashley Ray 

Associate Director, Council of Councils, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 

 

Christopher Shim 

Research Associate, Global Economics, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 

 

 


