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Council of Councils Mission Statement  

 

The defining foreign policy challenges of the twenty-first century are global in nature. To help direct high-level 

international attention and effective policy responses to these threats and opportunities, the Council on Foreign 

Relations (CFR) has created a Council of Councils (CoC). The CoC is composed of twenty-seven major policy institutes 

from some of the world’s most influential countries. It is designed to facilitate candid, not-for-attribution dialogue and 

consensus-building among influential opinion leaders from both established and emerging nations, with the ultimate 

purpose of injecting the conclusions of its deliberations into high-level foreign policy circles within members’ countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants are welcome to disclose ideas from CoC meetings, and may attribute that information to the CoC, but may not reveal 

the identity, country, or affiliation of any speaker, participant, or institution attending the meeting.  
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COUNCIL OF COUNCILS MEMBERS 
 

 

ARGENTINA 

Argentine Council for International Relations (CARI) 

 

AUSTRALIA 

Lowy Institute  

 

BELGIUM 

Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) 

 

BRAZIL 

Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV) 

 

CANADA 

Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) 

 

CHINA 

Institute of International and Strategic Studies (IISS) 

 

Shanghai Institutes for International Studies (SIIS) 

 

FRANCE 

French Institute of International Relations (IFRI) 

 

GERMANY 

German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP) 

 

INDIA 

Observer Research Foundation (ORF) 

 

INDONESIA 

Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 

 

ISRAEL 

Institute for National Security Studies (INSS) 

 

ITALY 

Institute of International Affairs (IAI) 

 

JAPAN 

 

 

MEXICO 

Mexican Council on Foreign Relations (COMEXI) 

 

NIGERIA 

Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NIIA) 

 

POLAND 

Polish Institute of International Affairs (PISM) 

 

RUSSIA 

Council on Foreign and Defense Policy (SVOP) 

 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Gulf Research Center (GRC) 

 

SINGAPORE 

S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Institute for Security Studies (ISS) 

 

South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) 

 

SOUTH KOREA 

East Asia Institute (EAI) 

 

TURKEY 

Global Relations Forum (GRF) 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Chatham House (Royal Institute of International Affairs) 

 

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) 

 

UNITED STATES 

Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 
 

 Genron NPO 
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Council of Councils Eleventh Virtual Conference 

International Start Times 

(Please double check your time zones) 

 

Wednesday, July 23, 2025 

8:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. U.S. Eastern Time 

 

6:00 p.m.–7:30 p.m. Mexico City 

 

8:00 p.m.–9:30 p.m. New York / Washington / Waterloo 

 

9:00 p.m.–10:30 p.m. Buenos Aires / Rio de Janeiro 

 

1:00 a.m.–2:30 a.m. London / Lagos 

 

2:00 a.m.–3:30 a.m. Berlin / Brussels / Johannesburg / Paris / Pretoria / Rome / Warsaw   

 

3:00 a.m.–4:30 a.m. Istanbul / Jeddah / Moscow / Tel Aviv 

 

5:30 a.m.–7:00 a.m. New Delhi 

 

7:00 a.m.–8:30 a.m. Jakarta 

 

8:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m. Beijing / Shanghai / Singapore   

 

9:00 a.m.–10:30 a.m. Seoul / Tokyo  

 

10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m. Sydney   
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Council of Councils Twelfth Virtual Conference 

Agenda 

 

Wednesday, July 23, 2025 

 (All times below are in Eastern Time/U.S. and Canada) 

 

Join details for the session:   

https://cfr.zoom.us/j/83506830475 

Meeting ID: 835 0683 0475 

Passcode: 783227 

 

 

 

8:00 p.m.–9:30 p.m.  Open Discussion                         

Nuclear Weapons: The Renewed Challenges of National Security and 

Nonproliferation 

 

Taking into consideration emerging concerns about the United States’ nuclear 

umbrella, the anticipated expiration of the New START Treaty, and a nuclear 

nonproliferation regime under strain in multiple regions, what are the geopolitical 

implications of states rethinking their strategic security choices? 

 

   Presider: 

Esther Brimmer  

James H. Binger Senior Fellow in Global Governance, Council on Foreign 

Relations (United States) 

 

Framing remarks:  

Mely Caballero-Anthony  

Associate Dean, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (Singapore) 

 

Yang-Gyu Kim 

Assistant Professor, Korea National Defense University 

Guest and Co-author of a recent East Asia Institute Issue Briefing (South 

Korea) 

 

Daniel B. Poneman 

Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations (United States) 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcfr.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83506830475&data=05%7C02%7CARay%40cfr.org%7C747001e6dabf4d31066808ddc4aaeb74%7C146cc3db32f24b3c815625bcc3553464%7C0%7C0%7C638882960572787867%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2IxeZuJIf2bIsW4R4uqu7gj0WIVJpw9ANFFiXQmuKoY%3D&reserved=0
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Participants  
 

Fonteh Akum  

Executive Director, Institute for Security Studies (South Africa) 

 

Steven Blockmans  

Associate Senior Research Fellow, Centre for European Policy Studies (Belgium) 

 

Esther Brimmer 

James H. Binger Senior Fellow in Global Governance, Council on Foreign Relations (United States) 

 

Mely Caballero-Anthony 

Associate Dean, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (Singapore) 

 

Héctor Cárdenas 

President, Mexican Council on Foreign Relations (Mexico) 

 

Michael Froman  

President, Council on Foreign Relations (United States) 

 

Yang-Gyu Kim 

Assistant Professor, Korea National Defense University 

Guest and Co-author of a recent East Asia Institute Issue Briefing (South Korea) 

 

Karel Lannoo 

Chief Executive Officer, Centre for European Policy Studies (Belgium) 

 

Marlos Lima 

Director of International Affairs, Fundação Getulio Vargas (Brazil) 

 

Stefan Mair 

Director and Executive Chairman, German Institute for International and Security Affairs (Germany) 

 

Gustavo Martínez 

Secretary of Coordination and Institutional Affairs, Argentine Council for International Relations 

(Argentina) 
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Inhwan Oh 

Executive Director and Senior Research Fellow, East Asia Institute (South Korea) 

 

Shannon K. O’Neil 

Senior Vice President, Director of Studies, and Maurice R. Greenberg Chair, Council on Foreign 

Relations (United States) 

 

Eghosa E. Osaghae 

Director-General, Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (Nigeria) 

 

Daniel B. Poneman 

Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations (United States) 

 

Kumar Ramakrishna 

Dean, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (Singapore) 

 

Sam Roggeveen  

Program Director, International Security, Lowy Institute (Australia)  

 

Aaron Shull 

Managing Director and General Counsel, Centre for International Governance Innovation (Canada) 

 

Pedro Villagra Delgado 

Director, Committee on Nuclear Affairs, Argentine Council for International Relations (Argentina) 

 

Tadamichi Yamamoto 

Member, Board of Directors; In Charge of International Programs, Genron NPO (Japan)  

 

Yu Tiejun 

President, Institute of International and Strategic Studies (China) 

 

Wang Tianchan 

Research Fellow, Institute for Public Policy and Innovation Studies, Shanghai Institute for 

International Studies (China) 

 

Wu Chunsi  

Director, Center for American Studies, Shanghai Institute for International Studies (China) 
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Igor Yurgens 

Former Chairman, Institute of Contemporary Development (Russia) 

 

 

Observers  
 

Michelle Kurilla 

Research Associate to the President, Executive Office, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 

 

Ashley Ray 

Associate Director, Council of Councils, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 

 

 


